Title of the documentary heritage item or collection
This should be the complete name of the documentary heritage as it is usually known. Include dates if they
are usually part of the name.
MS-22, 69/32 Journals and Papers of Reverend Charles Baker 1827 – 1978.

Section 1: Nominator Details
This section is for information about the source of the nomination and the authority under which it is made.
A copy of the Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the World programme's privacy policy is available on its
website.
1.1 Name of nominator (person or organisation)
Full name of the person(s) or organisation(s) making the nomination. The nomination may be submitted
jointly by more than one person or organisation
Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira

1.2 Relationship to the nominated documentary heritage
Explain the nominator’s relationship to the documentary heritage. For example, the nominator may be a
responsible officer of the library or archive which owns it; or he/she may be a private individual with a
research interest in it.

Nominating organisation is responsible for the physical and intellectual care of the nominated
documentary heritage collection.

1.3 Contact person
Provide the name of the person who is responsible for the nomination process.

Nina Finigan, Curator Manuscripts
Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira.

1.4 Contact details
Provide sufficient details to allow easy communication with the contact person.
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Email: nfinigan@aucklandmuseum.com Phone: 9 309 0443 ext 7076

Section 2: Identity and Description of the Documentary Heritage
2.1 Title of inscription
If the nomination is successful, what do you want it to be titled (e.g. for certificates)? Please use a
maximum of 6 words.

Journals and Papers of Reverend Charles Baker.

2.2 Description of the documentary heritage
This should include a full description of what is included in the documentary heritage, its scope and its size.
Include details of the type of documents e.g. letters, film, images etc.

The Journals and Papers of Reverend Charles Baker (MS-22) is a composite collection that, besides
the original journals and typescript copies, includes material with separate provenances a full listing of
which is below. The focus of this collection is on Series 1 (original journals) and Series 2 (typescripts of
journals):
Series (1) -- Original journals of Reverend Charles Baker, 1827 - 1867. Deals chiefly with the day-today activities of Baker's mission work and gives details of births and deaths of family and friends. Brief
comments on native customs or affairs in the colony. Baker arrived in New Zealand in 1828 and retired
in 1865, but continued chaplain work in Auckland at gaols, hospitals and asylums. He appears to have
been at the Bay of Islands until 1842, and then at Uawa from 1843 to 1849. Returned to Bay of Islands
again in 1851. Returned to Auckland to live in October, 1857. In 1859 he went to Tauranga. Sometime
between 1863 and 1865 he returned to Auckland to live. (holographs; 26 volumes plus 1 outsized
volume)
Series (2) -- Typescript journals of Reverend Charles Baker, 1827 - 1867. (6 volumes)
Typescript
v.1 1827-1839
v.2 14 Sep 1839-30 Aug 1840
v.3 6 Sep 1840-30 July 1844
v.4 1844-1848
v.5 1848-Oct 1859 (gap July 1849-May 1851)
v.6 1859-1867 (gap Jan-Nov 1859)
Series (3) -- Admission to Holy Orders and Certificate of Ordinance, 1860. (typescript; 2 leaves)
Series (4) -- Typescript volume containing the following: (1) Letters and Journals of Reverend C.B.
Baker to Church Missionary Society, London, from East Cape, Tauranga, Auckland and Waiapu, 01
January 1849 - 02 July 1869 (216 leaves + 10 leaves index), (2) Letters of the Reverend E.B. Clarke,
19 July 1856 ' 14 December 1868 (35 leaves + 4 leaves index), and (3) Reports of the Reverend
Samuel Williams on the Otaki and surrounding District, 13 November 1847 - 31 December 1858 (15
leaves + 3 leaves index).
Series (5) -- Original journal of the two sons of Charles Baker: Frederick Thomas Baker and William
Bailey Baker, 1859 - 1861. Pages 1-18 by one son; pages 19-30 by other son, a magistrate. Pages 118 from Auckland, pages 19-30 went to East Coast; discussions with natives on need for
administration of justice. Joint authorship indicated on page 30 of Journal of Charles Baker, vol. 6,
1855 - 1867. (holograph)
Series (6) -- Typed transcript of original volume in Series (5). (31 leaves)
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Series (7) -- Notes on the Treaty of Waitangi by William [Bailey] Baker (typescript; 4 leaves plus 1
copy)
Series (8) -- (1) Piece of paper from original sheet on which the Treaty of Waitangi was written, cut off
on 6 July 1865. Donated by William [Bailey] Baker (holograph), and (2) Envelope for Item 1 inscribed:
'Paper presented by Mr Wm Baker...'.
Series (9) -- Letter (photocopy) from Charles Baker to Gilbert Mair, dated 20 June 1845. (holograph; 4
leaves)
Series (10) -- One folder of papers relating to Baker family genealogy and reunion held in 1978.
Outsized Item -- Journal (37.5 cm) of Reverend Charles Baker, 20 May 1851 - 16 July 1863. Includes
baptisms (Māori only) for December, 1864, and February and October, 1865. (holograph)

2.3 Catalogue, registration or bibliographic details
This should include any bibliographic, registration, inventory, classification and/or call numbers that uniquely
identify the documentary heritage.

Record Type

Manuscripts

Reference Number MS-22
Access

Restricted

Access Notes

Restricted - do not issue originals; Issue typescripts (Series 2-8) only.

Creator

Baker, Charles, 1803-1875

Title

Charles Baker – Journals and Papers

Time Period

1827 - 1869; 1978

Physical Description 2 Hollinger boxes + 1 outsized volume
Inventory

Open document

Medium

Holographs
Typescript
Press cuttings

Description

Series (1) -- Original journals of Reverend Charles Baker, 1827 - 1867. Deals
chiefly with the day-to-day activities of Baker's mission work and gives details of
births and deaths of family and friends. Brief comments on native customs or
affairs in the colony. Baker arrived in New Zealand in 1828 and retired in 1865,
but continued chaplain work in Auckland at gaols, hospitals and asylums. He
appears to have been at the Bay of Islands until 1842, and then at Uawa from
1843 to 1849. Returned to Bay of Islands again in 1851. Returned to Auckland
to live in October, 1857. In 1859 he went to Tauranga. Sometime between 1863
and 1865 he returned to Auckland to live. (holographs; 26 volumes plus 1
outsized volume)
Series (2) -- Typescript journals of Reverend Charles Baker, 1827 - 1867. (6
volumes)
Series (3) -- Admission to Holy Orders and Certificate of Ordinance, 1860.
(typescript; 2 leaves)
Series (4) -- Typescript volume containing the following: (1) Letters and Journals
of Reverend C.B. Baker to Church Missionary Society, London, from East Cape,
Tauranga, Auckland and Waiapu, 01 January 1849 - 02 July 1869 (216 leaves +
10 leaves index), (2) Letters of the Reverend E.B. Clarke, 19 July 1856 ' 14
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December 1868 (35 leaves + 4 leaves index), and (3) Reports of the Reverend
Samuel Williams on the Otaki and surrounding District, 13 November 1847 - 31
December 1858 (15 leaves + 3 leaves index).
Series (5) -- Original journal of the two sons of Charles Baker: Frederick Thomas
Baker and William Bailey Baker, 1859 - 1861. Pages 1-18 by one son; pages 1930 by other son, a magistrate. Pages 1-18 from Auckland, pages 19-30 went to
East Coast; discussions with natives on need for administration of justice. Joint
authorship indicated on page 30 of Journal of Charles Baker, vol. 6, 1855 1867. (holograph)
Series (6) -- Typed transcript of original volume in Series (5). (31 leaves)
Series (7) -- Notes on the Treaty of Waitangi by William [Bailey] Baker
(typescript; 4 leaves plus 1 copy)
Series (8) -- (1) Piece of paper from original sheet on which the Treaty of
Waitangi was written, cut off on 6 July 1865. Donated by William [Bailey] Baker
(holograph), and (2) Envelope for Item 1 inscribed: 'Paper presented by Mr Wm
Baker...'.
Series (9) -- Letter (photocopy) from Charles Baker to Gilbert Mair, dated 20
June 1845. (holograph; 4 leaves)
Series (10) -- One folder of papers relating to Baker family genealogy and
reunion held in 1978.
Outsized Item -- Journal (37.5 cm) of Reverend Charles Baker, 20 May 1851 16 July 1863. Includes baptisms (Māori only) for December, 1864, and February
and October, 1865. (holograph)
Biographical Notes Charles Baker joined the Church Missionary Society Mission at the Bay of
Islands in 1828 and was stationed at Kerikeri, Paihia, Waikare, Tolaga Bay,
Waiapu and Tauranga before retiring to Auckland in 1865.
Associated Material MS-2013-4
Subjects

Baker, Charles, 1803-1875
Missions
Church of England in New Zealand--Missions
Treaty of Waitangi (1840)
Clarke, E.B.
Williams, Samuel
Baker, Frederick Thomas
Baker, William Bailey, 1829-1862
Baker family

Citation

Baker, Charles. Journals and Papers, 1827 - 1978. Auckland War Memorial
Museum Library. MS-22.

2.4 Visual documentation
Where available and appropriate, supply photographs or videos of the documentary heritage. Please
provide images that can be used for the purposes of promoting of the World.

4

5

6

7

8

9

2.5 Bibliography
This should be, where possible, a list of 3-6 published sources that have been produced using (i.e. drawing
heavily on) the documentary heritage to attest to the item/collection’s significance.

Baker, Mary. Never the faint hearted: Charles Baker, pioneer missionary, 1803-1875: a biography
written from his journals and letters. Waikanae, N.Z: Heritage Press, 1986.
Ballantyne, Tony. Entanglements of Empire: Missionaries, Māori and the Question of the Body.
Auckland: Auckland University Press. 2015.
Ellis, Ngarino. A Whakapapa of Tradition: One Hundred Years of Ngati Porou Carving, 1830-1930.
Auckland: Auckland University Press. 2016.
Mackey, Joseph Angus. Historic Poverty Bay and the East Coast, N.I., N.Z. Gisborne: Poverty BayEast Coast Centennial Council. 1949.
O’Malley, Vincent. The Meeting Place: Māori and Pakeha Encounters, 1642-1840. Auckland: Auckland
University Press. 2012.
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Section 3: Assessment Against the Criteria
3.1 History/provenance
Provide a summary of the provenance of the documentary heritage. For example, how and when was the
material acquired and integrated into the holdings of the institution?

Charles Baker joined the Church Missionary Society in 1827 and was appointed to New Zealand, arriving
in the Bay of Islands on 9 June, 1828. It was a requirement that missionaries kept journals and
despatched copies regularly from their Mission Stations to the Society’s headquarters in London. Every
few months, whenever a ship was available, Baker would despatch copies, keeping his originals. He
would also often transcribe copies of his letters to the CMS onto the pages of his journals. From various
correspondences over the years we learn that there were often gaps in Baker’s writings to the CMS and
one book, covering several months, was lost in a fire in their house in the Bay of Islands. However, most
of his journals survived and provide an invaluable account of those early missionary days.
Eventually, the journals devolved into the keeping of Eric Baker, a grandson of Charles Baker from the
latter’s fourth child, Ebenezer, before being passed to Eric’s uncle, Victor Baker.1
The original journals were first lent to Auckland Museum by Victor during the 1950s for transcription.
This was completed in 1959 with one copy sent to the Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, one to
Victor Baker and one retained by Auckland Museum. In February 1960, Victor, after consulting with
other members of his family, donated all the journals to Auckland Museum. There was a gap in the
journals, and Victor later acquired a handwritten copy of September 1839 to July 1844. Typescripts
were made of these in 1961-62.
Material in Series 10 was donated by Mrs W.A. Land, Auckland, in 1986.
In 2003, Jim Carter began the task of producing another, more readable digital set of transcripts of the
Journals. Over the next 5 years he “edited, checked spellings and place names and took hundreds of
photos which he checked against the original diaries.’ 2 Auckland Museum contracted professional
indexer Dr Carol Dawber to compile an index, made the document OCR compatible, thus providing
additional levels of access and discoverability.

3.2. Uniqueness of the documentary heritage
Give a brief explanation of why the documentary heritage is unique and irreplaceable.

This collection is composite and thus contains a variety of documents outlined above. However the
historical and intellectual value of this collection lies primarily in Baker’s original journals kept between
1827 and 1867.
Baker’s first journal opens on 2 January 1827 as he is about to embark on his journey to New Zealand
as a missionary with the Anglican Church Missionary Society. He writes: “I certainly expect many trials
and difficulties in the Missionary field, therefore I feel that it is needful to beseech God to give me an
increase of faith, so that I may stand steadfast.” After a short stay in Australia, Baker arrived in Paihia,
Bay of Islands, in 1828. His journals chronical the next 39 years of his life and work in Aotearoa,
charting a time of immense cultural and societal change.

1
2

Introduction, Transcript of the Journals of Charles Baker, 2003, Auckland Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira.
Idib., Introduction.
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Baker’s journals reflect the effort to bring, as Samuel Marsden said, the “gospel of civilisation” to this
land. Despite this somewhat singular perspective, Baker’s writings are an irreplaceable primary source
from this early contact period, providing a first-hand account of the complex cross-cultural interactions,
exchanges and negotiations that took place between missionaries, the growing European settlercolonial population and tangata whenua in the mid-late 19th century. The sites where Baker was based
over those decades (Kerikeri, Paihia, Waikare, Tolaga Bay, Waiapu, Tauranga and Auckland) are
formative sites in this nation’s history. Through his journals Baker observes and describes key
moments and individuals in this history, all the while documenting the cultural and social change taking
place around him. As one of the key written sources of this time, this collection forms an important part
of the wider national archive documenting colonisation, pre and post-Treaty Aotearoa, and the build up
to the New Zealand Wars.
Baker’s journals have an additional layer of significance as documents within the broader ‘colonial
archive.’ As academic Tony Ballantyne has noted,
“Over the last three decade, the ‘archive’ has become a key issue in exchanges over the theory and
practice of writing about the colonial past…these debates mean that the archives of empire have been
subjected to a new interrogation, as scholars have begun to reconstruct the concerns that generated
them, to clarify the logics that organised them, to map their occlusions and to identify their points of
silence as well as their recurrent concerns.”3
Importantly, Ballantyne also highlights the inherently imbalanced nature of documentation within the
colonial archive due to its typically one-sided perspective. Baker’s journals then have a second strand
of significance as they allow us to see how certain perspectives have written history, making the
archive itself a critical site of enquiry. In Ballantyne’s words, “New Zealand historians need to turn to
their archives more critically making the archives themselves the object of critical historical study.”4
Documents like Baker’s journals are therefore essential to understand and interrogate the biases of
history, the form and function of archives, historiography, and how we understand New Zealand’s past,
present and future.

3.3 Assessment against the significance criteria
Provide an explanation of what criteria the documentary heritage meets and why it meets those criteria. The
documentary heritage must meet at least one of the criteria in this section. An explanation of each criteria
is given on the front page of this form.
Time: Be evocative of its time e.g. a crisis, significant social or cultural change; a new
discovery, the first of its kind
Charles Baker’s journals document and provide insight into a seminal time in Aotearoa’s history.
Through his writings Baker describes and records a rapidly changing world through moments of crosscultural interaction and exchange between Māori and the growing European population where
Indigenous and imported knowledge systems collided, intermingled and produced new ways of doing,
seeing and thinking. These observations help build a picture of the beginnings of a ‘modern’ Aotearoa the burgeoning of a settler-colonial society, the impact on Māori and the changing social, cultural,
commercial, architectural, and geographical landscape which forever altered the course of this nation.
One such change visible in Baker’s journal is the observation and documentation of Māori ‘conversion’
to Christianity. Despite missionary presence since 1814, prior to 1830 Māori conversion and baptisms
3

Tony Ballantyne, ‘Archives, Empires and Histories of Colonialism’ in Webs of Empire: Locating New Zealand’s Colonial Past, (Wellington:
Bridget Williams Books, 2012), 179.
4 Ibid., 179.
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were scarce. By 1842 however, 3000 Māori baptisms had taken place in the Bay of Islands. 5 There
has been much speculation around the reasons for this sudden increase - the introduction of deadly
European diseases to the Māori population is thought to be partly responsible.6 Baker’s writings help
chronical this, particularly in his documentation of baptisms and outbreaks of diseases like influenza
and measles in his communities. Helpfully, he often names those he baptised giving an additional layer
of knowledge around the people associated with this change.
Significant in and of itself, this example is a microcosm of wider cultural change and Māori adaptation
in this new world. Not a case of wholesale conversion, we see from Baker’s journals that conversion
was a complex cultural negotiation. As Vincent O’Malley notes, “Māori did not so much accept the new
faith in preference over existing beliefs systems as absorb Christianity into an already prevalent
worldview.”7
Other significant observations of social and cultural change noted in Baker’s journals range from
recording the sale of land and thus changing cultural understandings of ownership; land use which
helps chart the changing state of agriculture and cultivation; observing the spread of disease and the
differing cultural understandings and customs around healthcare and death; observing and
commenting on moments of significant crisis and conflict such as the Girls’ War of 1830 and the
Flagstaff War, 1845. In particular, these moments of crisis are part of a cumulative process of conflict
and tension leading to the New Zealand Wars which are in turn part of much larger narratives around
settlement and colonisation. Baker’s journals help us access this history.

Place: Contain significant details about a locality important in the history of New Zealand
A major strength of Baker’s journals lies in his recording of place and the changing cultural and built
landscape. One significant theme within the journals is his documentation of church construction, two
examples being Christ Church in Kororareka (1835) and St John’s Church at Ringitukia (1854-56).
Baker’s influence in this context was seminal. As Ngarino Ellis has outlined, “it was Baker who
designed the style of churches in the 1850s and created an architectural template that was followed in
the buildings of churches at Horora, Whareponga and Tūpāroa.”8
A journal excerpt from 27 December, 1854 which details early construction of St John at Waiapu,
speaks to this significance:
“The main post was then erected a good number assisting. I gave out another hymn and Rev Rota
Waitoa read the 122nd Psalm and three prayers and concluded. A great gun was fired at the close of
the ceremony. The people then went to set in order the repast to which from 500 to 600 sat down to
partake. A portion was apportioned to our party. This was a grand day for Waiapu and one that will be
remembered for many years. The chiefs and native Teachers with some of their friends came from all
the villages around. The church will be of timber and lined. Length 77 feet breadth 31. with a belfry,
porch and vestry. The hight on the walls is 12 feet: to the ridge pole 24 feet. The main posts are of
puriri. the side and end posts of best totara and very large.”
Such passages are important not only because they chronical a change in architectural style but also
customs around building work, highlighting the melding of two worlds. This is visible in Baker’s journals
through observation of incorporation of new and the continuity of existing customs among Māori in this
5

Vincent O’Malley, The Meeting Place: Māori and Pākehā Encounters, 1642-1840, (Auckland: Auckland University Press, 2012), 163.
Peter J. Lineham, 'Missions and missionaries - Māori converts', Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand,
http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/missions-and-missionaries/page-5 (accessed 7 August 2018).
7 O’Malley, The Meeting Place, 162.
8 Ngarino Ellis, A Whakapapa of Tradition: One Hundred Years of Ngati Porou Carving, 1830-1930, (Auckland: Auckland University Press.
2016), 55.
6
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context. As Ellis has pointed out, Baker was bemused by the incorporation of Māori customs like
karakia and hākari into the work of building churches – another example of adaptation rather than
wholesale adoption of European practices.
Other significant passages related to place are those regarding the establishment of the Mission at
Uawa (Tolaga Bay) where Baker was stationed 1843-1851. As a site of some of the earliest
interactions between Māori and Pākehā in 1769, Baker’s observations are an important continuation of
this narrative of place as he chronicles his religious activities (including baptisms), the building of the
chapel, marriages, births, illnesses and deaths, schooling etc in the area. The importance of this
documentation resonates to this day. In 2007 an urupā was discovered at the site of the Mission
underneath the current school at Tolaga Bay:
“In 2007 builders constructing new classrooms at Tolaga Bay primary school uncovered more than 40
graves and remnants of missionary buildings from the 1840s. The settlement was thought to have
been established by the Reverend Charles Baker, who settled in the area in 1843. Many of the bodies
that were exhumed were children and young adults, who probably died from introduced diseases like
smallpox and influenza.”9
On October 11 1844, Baker writes, “applications for Medicines numerous today – Influenza is
prevalent – The weakly children are dying off from its effects”, providing an irreplaceable window into
this history, adding to our knowledge and understanding of place by connecting past with present.

People: Reflect significant aspects of human behaviour, or social, industrial, artistic or political
development
When missionaries came to New Zealand they brought with them belief systems and societal
structures into a world and culture that already had their own. As Ballantyne has noted, the missionary
project was part of a globalized “political intervention that allowed certain communities to assert their
influence and sovereignty over other groups.”10 At the centre of this paradigm is an essential question
regarding human behaviour and the desire of one culture to dominate and supplant the beliefs of
another. As a harbinger of the “gospel of civilisation” Baker’s journals reflect this and the complex
human behaviours that arise when two disparate cultures are forced together. His journals reflect the
ensuing webs of ideological, philosophical and political negotiations that took place in the rapidly
changing environment of mid-late 19th century Aotearoa including the fear, suspicion, and cultural and
racial superiority inherent in this context.
An example of this is Baker’s relationship with Ngati Porou leader and Uawa tohunga Nopera Te
Rangiuia and the complexities around shifting religious and spiritual beliefs and practices. In 1843, Te
Rangiuia accused Baker of mortally poisoning his daughter after she received medicine from Baker.
Although Te Rangiuia had been baptised at some point in 1843, leading up to his daughter’s death he
had renounced Christianity and returned to using “Karakia Māori…”11 to heal her. According to Baker’s
journal,
“…he [Te Rangiuia] stated abroad that the last medicine I sent had killed his daughter. Having
heard that he had said this and other strange things I sent for him to come to the Pa that we might talk
things over The Archdeacon Mr Stack and myself went to the Pa to see him. After some remark of
9

Ian Pool and Tahu Kukutai, 'Taupori Māori – Māori population change - Population changes, 1769–1840', Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New
Zealand, http://www.TeAra.govt.nz/en/photograph/31312/tolaga-bay-grave (accessed 28 August 2018).
10 Tony Ballantyne and Antoinette Burton, ‘Introduction: Bodies, Empires and World Histories’ in Bodies in Contact: Rethinking Colonial
Encounters in World History, (Durham and London: Duke University Press), 2005, 3.
11 Charles Baker, Journal of Reverend Charles Baker, 26 August, 1843, MS-22, Series 1, Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira,
The Journals and Papers of Reverend Charles Baker, 1827-1867.
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his the Archdeacon gave him a quiet & powerful remonstrance at considerable length, pointing out the
absurdity of his reasoning & the inconsistency of many of his observations. The remains of the
medicine that he said had caused his daughter’s death he produced saying that “If the Pakeha drank it
& was not killed from the effect it would be proof that his daughter did not die from it. The Archdeacon
seizing the bottle drank the chief of its contents & Mr Stack drank up the dregs.”
This incident and the ongoing, difficult relationship between these two men, imbued with suspicion and
mistrust, is indicative of the social and cultural upheaval taking place at this time. Indeed such
relationships reflect what happens when large-scale ideological disruptions play out on a human scale
and quite literally within the human body.
Another important strength of Baker’s journals is his documentation of significant individuals, both
Māori and Pakeha, from this seminal time in Aotearoa’s history. Aside from his association with
missionaries like the Williams’ brothers, Yate, Pukey, Hamlin, Taylor, Grace, Marsden, Selwyn,
Colenso, and Volkner (including his murder and the subsequent sentencing of the parties involved),
Baker also writes of his association with significant Māori – Hone Heke, Nopera te Ranginuia, Nopera
Panakareao, Te Ruki Kawiti, Titore Rewa Rewa, Pomare II, Tamati Waka Nene, Te Kani-a-Takirau,
Wiremu Tamihana (William Thompson) and Rev. Rota Waitoa to name a few as well as other notable
European figures like James Busby and Phillip Tapsell. Through these observations of people, Baker
charts everything from conflict, to trade, to births, deaths and marriages.

Subject and Theme: Represent particular historical or intellectual developments e.g. culture,
education, science, medicine, politics, ideology, sports, the arts
There are many significant themes that emerge from this collection but the umbrella theme can be
described as the social, cultural and economic change and exchange brought on by the missionarycolonial project. Sub-themes that emerge from this include:
Development and changes in education and literacy
Such as documenting the arrival of the printing press in Kororareka, 1835.
Politics
Through Baker’s journals we gain access to pivotal moments in New Zealand’s political history, notably
the time leading up to, during and after the signing of Te Tririti o Waitangi and the implementation of
formal British rule.
Sickness, death, childbirth, miscarriage and the cross-cultural negotiations around medicine and
healthcare
In addition to the incident with Te Ranginuia outlined above, Baker also chronicles the devastating
outbreak of measles in Rangitukia, 1854. By the end of the epidemic Baker and his teaching assistant
Pita Whakangaua had conducted 69 burials. Sadly Pita himself died of measles in May 1855.
Exchange and trade
Including listings of goods exchanged for labour. On March 19, 1833 Baker notes,
“Proposed to Pana for the purchase of the wood containing Kauri viz” which comprised of “20
Blankets 10 Axes, 10 Hoes 10 Adzes, 10 Plane Irons 10 Combs, 200 Figs Tobacco.”
Land
Baker documents many conversations and attempts to clear land and rivers to create trade and travel
routes, including negotiations with Rangatira like this example from 1833:
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“Set out this morning with a view to look at the river and also to look out for a cart road from that
part of the river we expect the “Karere” to come to The distance from where the Settlement will be is
about 6 miles over what we had supposed to be part of the swamp, but this proved to be very good
land. We have no doubt that a cart road may be had here which will ensure our goods being taken
over at any time – We also trased the river several miles with a view to see what the real difficulties are
in clearing that part of it begoing where the “Karere” is likely to anchor We have no doubt that this
river may be cleared. The natives seem willing to enter upon the work of clearing. The distance by
water from the place spoken of above will it is likely be 20 miles. The advantages are likely to be very
considerable not only to us but also to the natives as they are likely to have free access to all its
advantages.
We agreed with Pana for the making of a road by land and clearing the river for about 20£ worth of
Trade.”
“Sent to Panakareao for the purpose of clearing the river & for sundry other work. 36 Axes 10
Hatchets, 3 Adzies 2 Spades, 6 Hoes 1 x Cut Saw, 6 Plane Irons.” 19 March 1833
Technological change
Baker’s journals chronical a time of great technological change and as a result contain evidence and
traces of such developments. One example is the development of early photography in New Zealand
as noted here by Shaun Higgins, Curator Pictorial at Auckland Museum:
“Two daguerreotypes donated to Auckland Museum within a year of each other feature the couple
Archdeacon Henry Williams and his wife Marianne Williams (née Coldham)…They are presented in
simple unembellished cases with brass mounts. The daguerreotypist for the pair is unknown, but
investigation of the sitters, who arrived in New Zealand in 1823 and are not known to have travelled
abroad suggests that both daguerreotypes were made locally. On October 20, 1852, Charles Baker
made mention in his diary of Mr. & Mrs. Williams staying the night in Russell. Just a day earlier he
recorded, “A Mr. Webster took my portrait in a machine. It is said to be a good likeness.” This places
daguerreotypist Hartley Webster in the same location as the Williams couple whereby they may have
also been taken. Webster advertised his travel to the Bay of Islands in the Daily Southern Cross.” 12
According to Higgins, this period of photography in New Zealand is an unknown and documents like
Baker’s journals help piece this history together.
Religious, ideological disruption and change
Including the northward and southward expansion of the New Zealand missionary project:
“Pana came into our tent and we had several questions relative to other places which might offer
a consideration for a Station. We spoke of Kaitaia as being a suitable place but for one part of the river
which though deep and wide is glutted up with timber. Pana says that it may be cleared which is
propable. The river is navigable for a cutter up as far as the Kaikatea wood. The distance between the
wood and the place where the Station would be is about 5 miles by water or from 3 to 4 by land. The
natives say that the road between Kaitaia and the place where they draw up their Canoes is good but
they cannot at all times be depended upon. The fresh water river running through Kaitaea which
empties itself into the Rangahuna river & from thence into Sandy Bay.” December, 1832

3. 4 Testimony of at least two independent experts
The committee requires testimony from at least two independent people or organisations who can give an
informed opinion about the significance and provenance of the documentary heritage.
12

Shaun Higgins, ‘Early New Zealand Daguerreotypes’ in Daguerreian Annual 2015, 204-213.
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The informed opinion should focus on the criteria for inscription provided above and on the front page of
this form. Please provide up to one page from each expert in support of your submission.
Expert One
Dr Ngarino Ellis
Name
PhD, MA(Hons), BA/LLB
Qualification(s)
Contact number
Email
Paragraph in support

The Baker archival collection in Auckland Museum is a rich source of firstperson testimony in relation to many Māori communities in which Charles
Baker lived. In his role as missionary, Baker was in a unique position to work
alongside chiefs and their people, with his writing revealing many aspects of
that complex relationship. His daily journal tracks changes in the community,
as he led the building of chapels and churches. These insights are particularly
important to Māori historians, as we can gain some idea of the power
relationships, and for myself as an art historian Baker’s journals have provided
invaluable information about the people and the increasing effects of
colonisation in their communities. In terms of the East Coast where my own
research is based, Baker’s lengthy and thoughtful entries are unparalleled as
no other person, Māori or Pākehā, has left such strong textual and visual
images of what life was like there in the 1830s. His writings were used in detail
in my book A Whakapapa of Tradition because of this depth.

Expert Two
Dr Hazel Petrie
Name
PhD, MA(Hons), BA
Qualification(s)
Contact number
Email
Paragraph in support

Charles Baker’s journals cover a long period of time and a wide geographic
area. Although they are all valuable, from my perspective, the early ones are
particularly so. Beginning well before his departure for New Zealand, the
journal reveals much about his internal struggles and self-doubt, emotions
which likely affected other English men and women as they prepared to step
into very unknown physical, emotional, and spiritual territory. They were
feelings he continued to record over subsequent years. Baker was among the
earliest missionaries in New Zealand, so it is significant that his writing is
unusually detailed in many respects. In contrast to many other early journals,
Baker makes a point of regularly naming people and places and his renditions
of those names generally allow for their recognition. His recording of Māori
spiritual practice and concerns indicate that he had a good grasp of those
matters and, consequently, his descriptions and responses to them are
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particularly useful. Moreover, Baker was present on many significant
occasions, such as the arrival of James Busby in response to the rangatira’s
letter to King William, and was very involved in missionary peace-making
efforts around 1830-31. The details his journal provides regarding the socalled ‘Musket Wars’, peace-making, and their early successes in
evangelisation offer important information and insight into early Māorimissionary relations. So, too, do Baker’s experiences with regard to
establishing new mission stations, particularly at Kaitaia, and his relationship
with Panakareao, which are documented in his journal. For these and many
other reasons, I believe that his journals offer researchers the opportunity to
gain a significant depth of understanding into this period of New Zealand
history and fully support this submission to add these journals to the UNESCO
Memory of the World New Zealand Register.

Expert Three
Dr Vincent O’Malley
Name
Qualification(s)

BA (Hons), PhD

Contact number
Email
Paragraph in support

I endorse and support the proposed addition of the journals of Charles Baker
to the UNESCO Memory of the World Register. Baker’s journals meet the
criteria for inclusion on several different grounds. Firstly, they evoke a
particular time and place in New Zealand history, from the early phase of
Māori and Pākehā contacts in the 1820s, through to the establishment of New
Zealand as a formal British colony in 1840, the period of mass British
migration that followed over the next two decades and the tumultous New
Zealand Wars of the 1860s, when the rough and ready ‘middle ground’ of the
pre-Treaty era was supplanted by settler dominance. Baker’s journals provide
unique insights into this era and I have used them extensively in my own work
on this period, notably in my book The Meeting Place: Māori and Pākehā
Encounters, 1642-1840. The Baker journals also evoke particular places. They
are important, for example for what they tell us about the Bay of Islands but
also Auckland, Tauranga and elsewhere. In this respect they are perhaps of
particular interest for the insights they provide into the Tairāwhiti/East Coast
region in the 1840s – a period when few Pākehā lived in the area and thus
relatively few primary accounts of this phase in its history exist. The journals
are also relevant for the particular people they mention (including, for example,
the Whakatōhea rangatira Mokomoko, executed in March 1866 for the murder
of missionary Carl Sylvius Völkner) and themes (especially religion and Māori
and Pākehā relations).

Expert Four
Professor Tony Ballantyne FRSNZ
Name
PhD, Cambridge
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Qualification(s)

BA(Hons), University of Otago

Contact number
Email
Paragraph in support

Pending supporting statement

The above experts have given their written permission to provide this information to the Memory of the
World Committee and they have agreed that the provided information can be published without email and
contact details and that they can be contacted by the Register Subcommittee if required. Yes
No
Section 4: Legal Information
4.1 Owner (name and contact details)
Provide the name and full contact details of the owner or owners, whether an institution or an individual.
Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira.
Auckland Domain,
Bag 92018 Victoria St West,
Auckland 1142,
New Zealand
+64 9 306 7070;
www.aucklandmuseum.com
4.2 Custodian (name and contact details if different from the owner)
Provide the name and full contact details of the custodian, whether an institution or an individual.
Sometimes the custodian of the documentary heritage may not be the same as the owner. It is essential to
establish both before a nomination can be added to the Register.
n/a
4.3 Legal status
State whether the documentary heritage is owned privately, or by a public institution, or by a commercial
corporation. Details of legal and administrative powers for the preservation of the documentary heritage
should be the name of the Act, or other instrument of administrative power, that gives the owner and/or
the custodian the legal power to preserve the documentary heritage.

Public Institution.
Governance body: Auckland Museum Trust Board as established by the Auckland War Memorial
Museum Act 1996.

4.4 Accessibility
Provide a brief description of how the documentary heritage may be accessed. All access procedures and
restrictions should be clearly stated.
There are three levels of access:
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-

access to verify the significance, integrity and security of the material. This is the minimum condition
for inscription
access for reproduction, which is strongly encouraged
public access in physical, digital, or other form

Storage
The manuscripts are located in high level secure storage in Manuscript collection storeroom. This
recognises the importance and need for preservation and protection of these collections.
The collection is currently stored in a climate-controlled, high-level secure collection storeroom on inert
enamel-coated mobile shelving, away from any source of water, and within a 5m radius of a security
camera. Baker’s original journals are individually housed in archival four-flap wallet folders which are
collectively contained within an archival storage box with attached lid. With the recent installation of a
new purpose-built Category A locked steel cabinet, it is intended that the journals will reside within it,
thus providing an additional layer of physical security. (see also Risk Mitigation table)
Physical access:
Researchers access the material by requesting items in advance via the ‘Book a research visit’
function on the Museum website (http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/discover/library/book-a-researchvisit) or from the staff on the desk in the Auckland Museum Reading Room.
Given the fragility of the original journals this collection is restricted – the typescript copies are issued.
The items are viewed by the public under supervision of Reading Room staff.
Opening hours of the Library are 10-5 Mon-Sat.
Physical access to the original journals by both museum staff and members of the public is strictly at
the discretion of the Manuscripts Curator, Senior Collection Manager (unpublished) or Library
Manager. This privilege of physical access to the originals has been granted mostly to professional
historians (both institutionally-affiliated and private) but also to the occasional Baker family
descendant.
For all other access requests, only the typed transcripts of the journals are issued. These may be
requested in advance using the ‘Book a visit’ function on the Library page of the Auckland Museum
website or from library staff on the desk in the Museum Library Reading Room, which is open to both
museum staff and the public from Monday to Saturday, 10 am to 5 pm.
The viewing of documentary heritage materials by visiting researchers is done under the supervision of
the Reading Room staff. High-value and/or fragile materials may only be viewed by having a library
staff member present who will do the handling.
Inventory
Inventory compiled and amended by Alistair Carlile, Manuscripts Librarian, in 2003. Attached.
Both electronic (attached to the Charles Baker catalogue record) and paper-based (located in the
Library Reading Room) inventories are available.
Digital access
Website: The manuscripts are catalogued and described on the manuscripts catalogue, Presto and
available on the Library website. Inventory is attached to the record.
http://www.aucklandmuseum.com/collections-research/collections/record/am_librarymanuscriptsandarchives-1240?k=MS-22&ordinal=0
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Currently, digital access to the Baker collection is only at the level of the catalogue record and its
associated inventory. No part of this collection has yet been digitised. However, with the recent
accession of Dr Jim Carter’s fully text-searchable and professionally indexed digital transcription of all
the extant Baker journals, a suitable electronic surrogate will finally be available for the research
community.
There are also plans to place the original journals in a digitisation workflow.
Reproduction
Reproduction of this collection is available through the Museum’s Image Order Service.

4.5 Copyright Status
For documentary heritage items that are subject to copyright, details should be provided on the relevant
copyright legislation and copyright owner(s). Any other factors affecting the legal status of the
documentary heritage should be noted. For example, is any institution required by law to preserve the
documentary heritage in this nomination?

The Charles Baker Journals and Papers are well out of copyright period and classified as public
domain.

Section 5: Stakeholders
The nominating institution is accountable for consultation with all relevant stakeholders before submitting
the nomination.
5.1 Owner
The owner(s) of the documentary heritage has been consulted:

Yes

5.2 Custodian
The custodian(s) of the documentary heritage has been consulted:

Yes

No

No

5.3 Significant Stakeholders
Stakeholders with a significant interest in the content of the documentary heritage e.g. iwi, family
members, have been consulted, if relevant:
Yes
No

Section 6: Care and Preservation and Risk Assessment
Identify any risks to the survival of the nominated documentary heritage. We understand if you have not
done a formal risk assessment.
Note: a successful inscription may assist you to obtain funds to preserve and care for the nominated
documentary heritage.
If your nomination is successful we may request additional information on the care and preservation of the
inscribed documentary heritage.
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Risk

Water

Light

Pests
Pollutants
Temperature
Relative
Humidity

Theft

Fire

Handling

Digitisation

Disassociation

Risk level and mitigation
Low: Historic building proactively maintained by Building and Infrastructure Team.
Charles Baker journals stored in archival four-flap wallet folders within an archival
storage box with attached lid on shelving which is not located beneath or near any
plumbing or drains.
Disaster readiness and response plan and emergency response equipment/supplies
maintained by our Collection Care team, with an emergency response kit available
within a 10m radius of the journals.
Low: Stored in archival four-flap wallet folders within an archival storage box with
attached lid to prevent fading. Prior to exhibition the journals would be accessed by
the conservation team with Microfader technology to establish safe display periods
in line with the lighting policy.
Low: Regularly monitored Integrated Pest Management (IPM) plan active across all
collections. All new acquisitions go through pest management before entering
collection stores which are strictly no food zones.
Low: HVAC filtering system for airborne pollutants, all collections stored in acid-free
archival materials, and handled using nitrile gloves.
Low: Temperature controlled stores, with a monitored tolerable fluctuation of no
more than 2 degrees per day.
Low: Humidity is controlled and monitored with an accepted fluctuation of no more
than 5%rH per day.
Low: Charles Baker Journals are stored in secure collection stores with no public
access unless accompanied by staff and limited access to Collections and Security
Staff. Fixed security camera is located within a 5m radius of the journals.
Low: Regularly maintained heat and smoke sensors. Sprinklers are not present in
collection storage area. Fire extinguisher (ABE Powder Type) is located within 15m
radius of journals.
Low/Medium: All new staff are trained in best handling practice, and researchers are
permitted to view only the typed transcripts in a supervised reading room. Security
camera is present.
No part of this collection has yet been digitised. However, a complete digital
surrogate of Baker’s journals has been compiled by Dr Jim Carter and is stored on
secure servers using regular off-site back-up protocols.
Low: Journals have records on library collection management software Presto and
the data system is backed up daily. Journals are physically numbered 1-26 plus 1
additional outsized journal. Both paper-based and electronic inventories are
available as additional sureties of collection integrity. Locations are strictly updated
when collection items are moved.

Section 7: Summary
Provide a brief summary describing the documentary heritage and how it meets the criteria for inscription
on the Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the World Register.
Keep your summary to no more than 300 words as, if successful, it will be used on the website
(www.unescomow.org.nz) to describe why the documentary heritage has been inscribed on the New
Zealand Register and given UNESCO recognition.
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Charles Baker joined the Church Missionary Society in 1827 and was appointed to New Zealand,
arriving in the Bay of Islands on 9 June, 1828. He would spend the next 39 years as a missionary in
Kerikeri, Paihia, Waikare, Tolaga Bay, Waiapu, Tauranga and Auckland. Through this collection and in
particular his journals we gain access to a formative time in New Zealand’s history: a time of ideological
and spiritual upheaval and change, when Indigenous and imported knowledge systems collided,
intermingled and produced new ways of doing, seeing and thinking. Bake’s journals help build a picture
of the beginnings of a ‘modern’ Aotearoa - the burgeoning of a settler-colonial society, the impact on
Māori and the rapidly changing social, cultural, commercial, architectural, and geographical landscape
which forever altered the course of this nation’s history. His writings and observations provide an
irreplaceable window into this time, giving a first-hand account of the people, places, events, conflicts,
and relationships that shaped this country and continue have lasting impact to this day. Ka mura ka
muri – to know our future we must know out past.

Section 8: Promotion of documentary heritage
Inscription to a UNESCO Memory of the World register provides an opportunity to promote the importance
of documentary heritage.
Give a brief overview of how your institution will use the opportunity of a successful nomination to promote
the Memory of the World programme and the importance of documentary heritage. You may wish to
consult with communications staff in your organisation to provide an answer to this question.

How we would/could use comms to promote the programme and our submission:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Internal communications – through Linkedin + Internal Web channel Amplify
Publicity – Press release and pitching media interviews
Digital – Presence of press release on website, and addition to online collections
Social – see Linkedin above
If successful the catalogue record will be updated to acknowledge the Memory of the
World status of this collection.
Nina Finigan, Curator Manuscripts will produce a blog post discussing the nominated
collection, what the Memory of the World is and why it is important to recognise our
documentary heritage taonga in this way.
Internal communications including presentation to staff at Auckland Museum about the
Register and the nominated collection.

Section 9: Permission to use visual documentation
The Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the World Committee will also work with you and your
communications staff to obtain publicity for the programme and for the successful inscriptions.
Do you give permission for the Committee to use the visual documentation you have provided for
Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the World publicity purposes (e.g. for brochures/website)?
Yes

No

I would like to be consulted first
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Section 10: Declaration of Authority
I am authorised to nominate the above documentary heritage to the Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the
World Register.

Name: David Gaimster, CEO – Auckland War Memorial Museum Tāmaki Paenga Hira
Date: 31/08/20108
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