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Section 1 ' Nominator Details

This section is for information about the source of the nomination and the authority under which it
is made. A copy of the Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the World programme's privacy policy is
available on its website. Enter details in the space provided below.

1.1 Name of nominator (person or organisation)

Full name of the person(s) or organisation(s) making
the nomination. If the organisation has a name more than one language provide them in the preferred order.
The nomination may be submitted jointly by more than one person or organisation.

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (HNZPT) and Kauri Museum (KM)

1.2 Relationship to the nominated documentary heritage

Explain the nominator’s relationship to the documentary heritage. For example, the nominator may be a responsible
officer of the library or archive which owns it; or he/she may be a private individual with a research interest in it.

Owners and custodians

1.3 Contact person

Provide the name of the person who is responsible for the nomination process.

Pam Bain (HNZPT) and Megan Dickinson (KM)

1.4 Contact details HNZPT Pam Bain
Provide sufficient details to allow easy Email: PBain@heritage.org.nz
communication Phone: Mobile 0274 994 852

with the contact person.

Kauri Museum Megan Dickinson
Email: Megan.Dickinson@kaurimuseum.com
Phone: Mobile 0273381578

Section 2 Identity and Description of

the Documentary Heritage

2.1 Title of inscription

If the nomination is successful, what do you want it to be titled (e.g. for certificates)?
Please use a maximum of 6 words in the preferred language with the second language beneath.

The Coates family of Ruatuna

2.2 Description of the documentary heritage

This should include a full description of what is included in the documentary heritage, its scope and its size. Include
details of the type of documents e.g. letters, film, images etc.

This is a joint application by Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga (HNZPT) and Kauri Museum,

both of whom own and are custodians of the documentary heritage collections of the Coates family
of Ruatuna.

HNZPT. Ruatuna is a homestead on the northern Kaipara Harbour built in 1877 by Edward Coates
as a home for himself and his wife Eleanor and family. Ownership of the property passed to
HNZPT in 1976, but family lived there till 2000. The accumulated papers located at Ruatuna
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document 123 years of family, farming and community. Gordon Coates, Edward and Eleanor’s
oldest son, became New Zealand'’s first elected, NZ-born, Prime Minister.

The collection includes letters and personal papers, substantial runs of diaries, farm ledgers,
accounts and stock books, photographs (including 88 glass plate negatives), photograph albums,
sketch and autograph books, paintings, inscribed books, and inscribed objects (e.g. trophies,
watches, show ribbons). The earliest item at Ruatuna is a letter written by Eleanor’s great-
grandfather James Patten, a doctor on “HMS Resolution” (1772-1775). The oldest inscribed book
is an English translation of the Quran printed in 1688.

No of items: est 3000

Kauri Museum

Ada Coates and Joy Aickin, daughter and granddaughter of Edward and Eleanor, were heavily
involved in the formation of the Kauri Museum at Matakohe, 5.9 km from Ruatuna. It was known at
the time as the Otamatea Pioneer and Kauri Museum. The Museum opened in 1962 during the
Matakohe-Paparoa centenary. ltems in the Coates family of Ruatuna collection at the Museum
were donated primarily by family members and descendants, and focus particularly on Gordon
Coates and the role of the Coates family in the community. The earliest item in the Kauri Museum
collection is a notebook written by a Coates relative in England 1883-1893, summarising the
correspondence between the family there and Edward and his brother Thomas in New Zealand.

The collection includes letters and ephemera, photographs, presentation certificates,
cloaks/korowai, inscribed objects (e.g. caskets, bullet, trophies, Masonic regalia).

No of items: est 500

Not included in this nomination are Gordon Coates’ political papers or those of John Barr and
William Sutch gathered for proposed biographies of Gordon Coates, all held at the Alexander
Turnbull Library, Wellington. Michael Bassett’s papers relating to his biography “Coates of Kaipara”
(1995) are also held at the Alexander Turnbull Library,

2.3 Catalogue, registration or bibliographic details

This should include any bibliographic, registration, inventory, classification and/or call numbers that
uniquely identify the documentary heritage.

HNZPT. Estimated 95% of collection digitised. Recorded on collection database, lists available on
request. HNZPT is in the process of digitising the remaining archives in the Ruatuna collection and
plans to have this completed in 2027. Material will be added to the public online database as
funding for staff becomes available.

The Ruatuna collection is listed in the HNZPT database as “XR”.
A selection of images is available online at
https://collection.heritage.org.nz/objects?searchType=advanced&facet=department%3ARuatuna
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Kauri Museum. Material in the Coates family of Ruatuna collection is listed on the Museum’s
database and identified with a tag “Coates family of Ruatuna”. 30% of the items in our submission
are already digitised and available to the public. Progressive additions are being made weekly.
Under current resources, we aim to complete this project within 24 months. The time period will
significantly shorten with increased resources, i.e. successful funding applications for staffing.

https://kaurimuseum.catalogaccess.com/search?search=%22coates+family+of+ruatuna%22&inclu
dedFields=0bjects%2CPhotos%2CLibrary%2CArchives%2CPeople&page=1&size=10&withImage
s=false

A list is available on request.

2.4 Visual documentation

Where available and appropriate, supply photographs or videos of the documentary heritage. Send image files as
separate attachments and record captions here. Please provide images that can be used for the purposes of
promoting Memory of the World.
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1. Coates family group at Ruatuna, Gordon Coates' 21st birthday, 3 February 1899. Photographer:
H Bartlett.

Left to right. Back row: William, Eva, Rodney, May. Seated: Gordon, Eleanor, Edward, Cousin
Beach Coates. In front: Dolly, Ada.

HNZPT. Ruatuna. XR.4769
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2. Edward Coates’ diary, May 15t 1886 - May 29" 1890. Entries for 27 July — 3 August 1887.
HNZPT. Ruatuna. XR.5001
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4. Gordon and Rodney Coates and gang of shearers, circa 1908. HNZPT. Ruatuna. XR. 4762
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5. Show ribbons hanging in the office at Ruatuna. 2026. HNZPT. Ruatuna. XR.4447-4458
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6. Letter from Eva Coates, 25 March 1899, to Aunt Beachie (in England). Kauri Museum.
1997.6400.96.2
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7. Address presented to Nurse Adams of Pahi by Rodney Coates, Carl Hansen and John H Lee on
behalf of the residents of Hukatere and Matakohe. For nursing the late William Liddle through his
sufferings after his fatal bush accident at Hukatere on March 1905. Kauri Museum. 1968.45
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8. William Henry Coates. Letter to his mother. Addressed from 'Bir-El-Maler Romani'. Dated
October 15th, 1916. Explains why he wants to go into the Royal Flying Corps. HNZPT. Ruatuna.
XR.5090
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9. Gordon Coates speaking at the unveiling of the WWI memorial at Matakohe, January 1922.
Memorial built from stone taken from the Coates quarry at Stony Hill, on the Northern Wairoa side
of Hukatere peninsula. HNZPT. Ruatuna. XR.1333
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10. Korowai/Cloak. Presented to Joseph Gordon Coates who was Prime Minister of New Zealand
in 1925, possibly by the family of Sir Maui Pomare. The name 'Pomare' is sewn on a label at top
centre back. This korowai was draped on Coates' coffin when he died in 1943 when he was
Minister of Armed Forces and War Co-ordination.

Kauri Museum. 1995.618

New Zealand National Film Unit. Weekly Review No. 94 (1943) - YouTube

It is most likely this cloak originated from Sir Maui Pomare. Sir Maui Pomare and Gordon Coates
collaborated closely for many years in government. It is understood that Coates often visited Sir
Maui and his wife at their home Hiwiroa in Lower Hutt and he spoke at Sir Maui’s funeral.

Although we do not have documented evidence yet, we are still actively investigating. We have
established that the korowai did not originate from Northland Pomare whanau.

12
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11. Coates family centenary celebrations. January 1966.

Left to right: Ihapera Te Morenga Manukau, Puutu Tamihana Matiu, Ada Coates, Ahipene Michael
Manukau, Hilda Kui Manukau, Puutu Paraone Hemana, Tangi Areta Paraone Hemana, Inutai
Tamihana Matiu.

Known at the time as: Bella Manukau, Putu Thompson, Ada Coates, Michael Manukau, Hilda
Manukau, Boots Brown, Tangiareta Brown, Lady Thompson.

Photographer: Tudor Collins. Kauri Museum. 1996.497.98.1
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12. Joy Aickin on a farm bike pulling a trailer with a dog accompanying her. June 1977
XR.1692 'Northern Advocate Photograph/Whangarei NZ 77 411.15a’

. HNZPT

14
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13. Presentation of Mrs Marjorie Coates’ feather cloak to the Museum by daughter Irirangi
Bloomfield 14.2.1991. The cloak was given to Marjorie in 1922 on the birth of their fourth daughter,
who was given the name Irirangi by an East Coast iwi.

Left to right: Chub (Barbara) Coates, Lincoln Bloomfield, Margot Husband, Clarice Smith, Joy
Aickin, Ned Sterling, Sheila Pryde, Irirangi Bloomfield, Coreen Patterson, Merv Sterling, Shirley
Tonkin, Roger Mulvay, Helen Sterling. Kauri Museum. 1996.497.79.5
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2.5 Bibliography

This should be, where possible, a list of 3-6 published sources that have been produced using (i.e. drawing
heavily on) the documentary heritage to attest to the item/collection’s significance.

Books
Bassett, Michael. Coates of Kaipara. AUP, 1995.

Claasen, Adam. Fearless : the extraordinary untold story of New Zealand’s Great War airmen.
Massey University Press, 2017.

The Coates family of Ruatuna. Heritage New Zealand. [2025]

Farland, Bruce. Coates’ tale : war hero, politician, statesman, Joseph Gordon Coates, Prime
Minister of New Zealand, 1925-1928. Wellington : Bruce Farland, 1995.

Mace, Tania. Historical research report : Ruatuna. New Zealand Historic Places Trust, 2002.
The man from Matakohe. [Kauri Museum]. [2014]
Paparoa — Matakohe 1862-1962. Paparoa, Matakohe and Districts Centennial Association. [1962]

Ryburn, Wayne. Tall spars, steamers & gum : a history of the Kaipara from early European
settlement 1854-1947. Auckland: Kaipara Publications, 1999.

Scott, Dick. Seven lives on salt river. Auckland : Hodder & Stoughton in association with Southern
Cross Books, 1987.

Watson, Alex. Hill of the sea bird. Alex. Watson, 1993.

Articles

Barr, J. M. The Coates family of the Kaipara : the background of Gordon Coates, Prime Minister,
1925-8. In: Auckland Waikato Historical Journal. No 38. April 1981.

Lone, Sahar. Ancient words. In: Heritage New Zealand. Ngahuru/Autumn 2025. P. 30-33

Sutch, W. B. Gordon Coates : the lonely New Zealander. In: New Zealand’s heritage : the making
of a nation. Paul Hamlyn, 1971-1973. P. 2195-2204.

Online

Coates Memorial Church, Matakohe. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/memorial/coates-memorial-church-
matakohe (accessed 26 March 2026)

Jepson, Craig. Viewpoint — honouring Gordon Coates. 5 May 2025.
https://www.localmatters.co.nz/opinion/viewpoint-honouring-gordon-coates/ (accessed 26 March
2026)

Matakohe war memorial. https://nzhistory.govt.nz/memorial/matakohe-war-memorial (accessed 26
March 2026)
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Michael Bassett. 'Coates, Joseph Gordon', Dictionary of New Zealand Biography, first published in
1996. Te Ara - the Encyclopedia of New Zealand. hitps://teara.govt.nz/en/biographies/3c24/coates-
joseph-gordon (accessed 26 March 2026)

Ruatuna. 441 Tinopai Rd, Matakohe. https://www.heritage.org.nz/list-details/7/Ruatuna (accessed
26 March 2026)

Section 3 Assessment Against the Criteria

3.1 History/provenance

Provide a summary of the provenance of the documentary heritage. For example, how and when was the material
acquired and integrated into the holdings of the institution?

HNZPT Due to ongoing family ownership and residence, the collection at Ruatuna has gradually
accumulated over the period of the house’s occupancy and remains onsite in the care of HNZPT.
After the death of her husband Eva Aickin (née Coates) returned to live at Ruatuna and brought
with her a box of Aickin family papers.

Kauri Museum Many of the items in the Museum’s collection, particularly the inscribed objects,
korowai/cloaks and pari were donated by descendants of Edward and Eleanor Coates.
Provenance of some items, particularly photographs, is unknown at this time.

3.2. Uniqueness of the documentary heritage
Give a brief explanation of why the documentary heritage is unique and irreplaceable.

As Dick Scott noted in “Seven lives on salt river”, “Around the river, paper has not fared better than
the trees it is made from”. (p.154). The documentary record of one family and their legacy for over
120 years in the Kaipara area is unique. The papers show the development of farming and
livestock breeding, interaction with tangata whenua, the work of women in both running and
owning the farm, the family’s role in the community, and the role the locality played in shaping the
interests and character of Gordon Coates, New Zealand'’s first NZ-born elected Prime Minister.
The farm ledgers, diaries and accounts provide an almost unbroken record of farming activity from
the 1880s to 2000. This appears to be unique in Northland.

Interaction with tangata whenua began when parts of the farm were leased from Manukau Maori in
the 1860s and early 1870s. The family joined in Maori weddings and other social activities. There
are many Maori names in the farm accounts and mentions in letters. Descendants of Chief
Manukau were photographed with Ada at the Coates family centenary, and the family were invited
to take Joy, the last family member to live at Ruatuna, to lie at Waihaua Marae at Arapaoa after
her death.

Gordon’s early social, sporting and military experiences, farming responsibilities, work in local
politics and his awareness of Maori land issues influenced his approach to national politics. Roads
and railways were improved. He developed close ties with Sir Apirana Ngata and Te Puea Hérangi
and set up a commission to investigate the confiscation of Maori land after the wars of the 1860s.
At his funeral his coffin was covered with the NZ ensign and a korowai. The latter remained with
the family until it was donated to the Kauri Museum.
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The family’s ties with the United Kingdom are a strong theme in the papers, with letters
exchanged, Gordon and William staying with them in WW1, and visits by Ada, Joy and Eva and
other relatives after WW2. The connection with the Coates family in England continued after Joy’s
death in 2000.

The papers also document the community’s increasing sense of the history of the area — firstly in
the war memorials, then the church at Matakohe and monument at Brynderwyn (both memorials to
Gordon Coates), the development of the Kauri Museum, the Paparoa, Matakohe and Districts
Centennial celebrations (1962), the Coates family centenary reunion (1966) and the gift of Ruatuna
to the then New Zealand Historic Places Trust (1976). The donation of numerous items to the
Museum by Coates family descendants bears witness to this.

3.3 Assessment against the significance criteria

Provide an explanation of what criteria the documentary heritage meets and why it meets those
criteria. The documentary heritage must meet at least one of the criteria in this section. An
explanation of each criteria is given on the front page of this form.

Time: The papers cover over 120 years from the 1880s to 2000, a time of significant change in the
Kaipara area. Included are earlier items handed down from Coates and Aickin forebears.

English farming techniques changed the landscape. Communication and transport changed from
river to land-based. Gordon Coates’ early life in the developing Kaipara region influenced his
political views and actions

Place: Ruatuna, Matakohe, Paparoa, the northern Kaipara. The house at Ruatuna and its contents
enrich and are enriched by the documentary heritage located there.

People: Three generations of the Coates family lived at Ruatuna over 120 years, with other family
living close by. As a family they were heavily involved in local and national politics, social,
agricultural and sporting events and the church.

Edward Coates (1843-1905) and Eleanor Coates (1851-1935). As new migrants from England and
Ireland they developed relationships with tangata whenua and other settlers. Their farm was
unusual in its size — approximately 12900 acres, a mix of leasehold and freehold, financed by
family in England. Nearby Albertlanders received only 40 acres per adult. The land was farmed
initially by Edward and his brother Thomas who left the area in 1886. It was eventually fully made
over to Edward’s ownership, but farming continued to be both physically and financially
demanding. Edward was a leading participant in local social, commercial, farming and sporting
activities until the1890s when illness caused his withdrawal. Eleanor managed his affairs and the
complex legalities arising from his iliness, as well as running the farm with the assistance of her
older sons Gordon and Rodney. Edward’s death in 1905 left Eleanor as owner with Gordon and
Rodney running the property in partnership. She remained at Ruatuna, assisted by her daughters
Ada and Dolly and died in 1935.

Rodney Coates (1879-1945) Second son of Edward and Eleanor Coates. After his marriage in
1918, Rodney lived nearby and continued to manage the farm with Eleanor and later Ada. He was
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Chairman of Otamatea Council from 1917 till his death in 1945. Heavily involved in Gordon’s local
electorate and after his death was invited to be the candidate for the by-election but refused.

Gordon Coates (1878-1943) Oldest son of Edward and Eleanor. Involved in local sporting,
agricultural and social events, on the Otamatea Council 1905-1916 (chair 1913-1916) ran the farm
with his brother Rodney during their father’s illness and after his death. Retained involvement with
the farm but was less ‘hands-on’ during his political career.

Joined Otamatea Mounted Rifle Volunteers in 1900 and was appointed commander in 1909. In
WW1 served in the Auckland Infantry Regiment on the Western Front and won the Military Cross
and bar.

Represented Kaipara in Parliament from 1911 until 1943. Variously minister of justice, postmaster
general, and minister of telegraphs, minister of public works and railways, native minister, Prime
Minister 1925-28, minister of transport, employment and finance. He served in the War Cabinet
and the War Administration between 1940 and his death in 1943.

Fraser called him 'a statesman of the front rank' who on the battlefield and elsewhere 'proved
himself to be of the truest steel — a trusted counsellor, a true friend and comrade, an intrepid
leader'.

Commemorated in the Coates Memorial Church erected by the NZ government at Matakohe and a
monument on the corner of the turnoff to Matakohe from SH 1 at Brynderwyn.

"To the memory of the Rt Hon Joseph Gordon Coates PC, MC and Bar, MP (1878-1943), Prime
Minister of New Zealand 1925-28. Member of Parliament for this district from 1911 until his death.
Farmer, soldier, statesman. He was indeed a Man.

"Takoto e pa i runga i au mahi nunui mo te Pakeha me te Maori." ("Rest thou, O father, upon the
great work you have performed for Pakeha and Maori alike.")

William Coates (1887-1917) the youngest son of Edward and Eleanor spent much time away from
home for his education and work. In WW1 he served with the Auckland Mounted Rifles and the
Royal Flying Corps. Killed in action 22 July 1917. His letters home and photos are treasured by the
family.

Ada Coates (1885-1976) farmer, landowner, breeder of pedigree cattle and sheep, horsewoman,
staunch worker in her brother Gordon'’s electorate office and political campaigns. With the help of
her widowed sister Eva, she bought the homestead and farm block from Eleanor’s estate.

Joy Aickin (1918-2000) Eva’s daughter. Came to live at Ruatuna to assist her aunt in 1948,
inherited the farm from her and retained the right to live in the house until her death. She continued
the family’s involvement with politics, the church, the Museum and Centennials of the area and the
family, breeding pedigree stock, and maintained links with local iwi and the Coates and Aickin
families in New Zealand, Ireland and England. She was remembered as carrying on “the mantle of
community service that she inherited as incumbent of Ruatuna, from Aunt Ada, Gordon and
Rodney Coates and before them Edward Coates.” (Eulogy for Joy Aickin by her nephew Hugh
Speechly. Kauri Museum. 2000.209.3)

Subject and Theme:

- Development of English forms of agriculture in the Kaipara
- Breeding of pedigree sheep and cattle
- War. Service, both at home and abroad. Commemoration of war.
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- Public service, at local and national level.

- Relationship with tangata whenua

- Links with family in England

- Changes in communication and transport

- Women owning and running the farm

- Community involvement

- Recognition and celebration of the importance of the history of the area
- Land. Acquisition, complexities of ownership, inheritance, disposal, use.

3.4 Testimony of at least two independent experts

The committee requires testimony from at least two independent people or organisations who can
give an informed opinion about the significance and provenance of the documentary heritage.

The informed opinion should focus on the criteria for inscription provided above and on the front
page of this form. Please provide up to one page from each expert in support of your submission.

Note: the fields in italics will not be included on the version uploaded to our website.
Expert One

Name Dr Adam Claasen

Qualification(s) PhD

The Coates Papers, Ruatuna, is an exceptional collection of documents, letters, photographs and ephemera held at
the birthplace of one of Aotearoa New Zealand’s foremost parliamentarians and prime ministers, Gordon Coates.
While official records at Archives New Zealand Te Rua Mahara o te Kdwanatanga cover much of the political
aspects of Gordon’s career, the Ruatuna materials are a much more intimate collection. They chart the life and times
of his family from the mid-Victorian era through to the end of the twentieth century. Much of their lives as a prominent
Kaipara landholding family with extensive connections with local Pakeha and Maori is to be found in the carefully
curated and catalogued letters and photographic materials at Ruatuna.

The collection opens a window into the workings of the farm, relations with regional people and organisations and
the Coates’ personal triumphs and calamities. Significant amongst this is a large body of correspondence written
between Gordon and younger brother William from the front lines to their parents, Edward and Eleanor and sisters at
home during the fateful years of the First World War. The letters reflect the divergent fortunes of the two men:
Gordon, the decorated army officer (Military Cross and bar) of the Western Front and William a frustrated sergeant
unable to secure promotion in Egypt. Notable in the narrative are William’s marriage hopes, his love for his mother
and his eventual success in securing a much longed for commission with the Royal Flying Corp.

The remarkable aspect of all of this is that these letters can be viewed in situ at the very kitchen table they were
opened, read and reread during the war. In 1917, overlooking the Kaipara Harbour and its waterborne traffic,
Eleanor, after weeks of rumours and fretting, received a heart-rending letter from Gordon confirming her greatest
fear, William’s death.

As an historian, reading this letter at the same kitchen table, with family looking down upon you from framed
photographs, is a powerful experience. The connection between people, place and documents is what makes the
Coates Papers, Ruatuna, so remarkable. It is rare to have such a fulsome set of materials chronicling the lives of
such a significant family, it is rarer still to have it held and curated in the very house they lived in. This collection and
its Ruatuna home are a national taonga that have historic and community significance.

20



UNESCO Memory of the World
Aotearoa New Zealand

Expert Two

Name Tania Mace

Qualification(s) MA (Hons)

Statement in support of UNESCO Memory of the World inscription — Coates Papers

| came across the Coates papers more than 20 years ago when | was researching the history of Ruatuna for a
historical report on the property.

The memory of sitting at Ruatuna, leafing through the letters, gazing at the photographs, and reading page after page
of the farm diaries, journals, account books etc., has always stayed with me. It’s a collection that is remarkable for its
depth — it provides a record of the day to day life at Ruatuna in considerable detail: the visitors that came and went, the
working of the farm, what was growing in the garden, the food eaten at the table, and many more things besides. It
also reveals the story of the Ruatuna homestead, and the changes that were made to the building to accommodate the
changing needs of the Coates family.

Reading items from the Coates papers at Ruatuna, very much brings the past alive — one can imagine the Coates
family looking out from the front verandah to the harbour below, waiting for visitors who came by boat, in the days
when this part of New Zealand was known as “the roadless north”. Or the difficulties of making a living from farming
when getting cattle to the Auckland saleyards could involve nine days on horseback, driving the cattle onwards.

The Coates papers span several generations of the Coates family at Ruatuna. Through the collection we can see how
the family grew up, their relationships with each other, and their place in the wider community.

Gordon Coates who served as Member of Parliament for Kaipara, and later Prime Minister, is the most well-known of
the Coates family of Ruatuna. The Coates papers provide a significant insight into the life and family background of
this important New Zealander.

Through the years covered by the Coates papers, there were many changes in farming methods and technology, and
we can see the effect these had on the work, management, and profitability of the Ruatuna farm. For more than half of
the twentieth century Ruatuna was farmed by women: Ada Coates and her niece Joy Aickin. Ada and Joy never
married and the collection can tell us much about the lives of these single, independent women farmers, who lived a
life unlike most women of their generation.

The Coates papers are a taonga, housed within the taonga that is Ruatuna.

Expert Three

Name Sherry Reynolds & David Reynolds

Qualification(s) MA; BA

Ruatuna’s documentary collection of farm diaries, letters, photographs and digital media is a regionally and nationally
significant collection and contributes intrinsically to the understanding of the people and lifeways at Ruatuna since
1877; the people they knew locally, workers at Ruatuna, Coates family members careers and their social networks and
relationships.

We had the privilege of knowing Joy Aickin, the life tenant of Ruatuna, in various capacities since 1976: as nearby
Matakohe residents involved in a range of community projects and then in our professional work involving Ruatuna as
staff of the New Zealand Historic Places Trust, now Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga, and through these
contacts became personal friends. Joy was passionate about sharing her farm memories and knowledge of Ruatuna
and proud of her Coates family history. She was also generous in sharing her home with her many visitors who were
given detailed room-by-room tours of the house (excluding her bedroom!)

She also maintained contact with local marae members who had worked on the farm and members of Chief
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Manukau’s family who had helped Edward and Thomas Coates on their arrival in the Kaipara in the 1860s.

By Ada Coates’ will, Joy was the life tenant of Ruatuna, and the last Coates family member resident at Ruatuna.
Effectively Joy was the ‘life curator’ responsible for ensuring the care of the house and its contents, including
Ruatuna’s substantial and rare documentary collection, for future generations.

The documentary collections at Ruatuna play a significant role in understanding, managing, conserving and
interpreting the wider property, including venerable and rare farm buildings and the people associated with them, and
help to better understand the history, personalities, challenges and achievements of those who lived and worked there.

These collections also inform wider themes including national politics, and regional development in stock breeding in
Northland, as well as the life of women farmers spanning three consecutive generations over some 80 years.

Accordingly, based on our knowledge and work experience with Ruatuna and its collections, we are very pleased to
support the application of Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga for inclusion of The Coates Family of Ruatuna
Collection in the UNESCO Memory of the World Register Aotearoa New Zealand.

The above experts have given their written permission to provide this information to the Memory of the World
Committee and they have agreed that the provided information can be published without email and contact details and
that they can be contacted by the Register Subcommittee if required. Yes

Section 4 ' Legal Information

4.1 Owner (name and contact details)
Provide the name and full contact details of the owner or owners, whether an institution or an individual.

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga on behalf of the Crown
PO Box 2629
Wellington 6140

The Kauri Museum
5 Church Road
Matakohe 0593

4.2 Custodian (name and contact details if different from the owner)

Provide the name and full contact details of the custodian, whether an institution or an individual. Sometimes the
custodian of the documentary heritage may not be the same as the owner. It is essential to establish both before a
nomination can be added to the Register.

4.3 Legal status

State whether the documentary heritage is owned privately, or by a public institution, or by a commercial corporation.
Details of legal and administrative powers for the preservation of the documentary heritage should be the name of the
Act, or other instrument of administrative power, that gives the owner and/or the custodian the legal power to preserve
the documentary heritage.

Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga is a Crown Entity established under the Heritage New
Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014

The Kauri Museum is a registered charity. #CC32488
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4.4 Accessibility
Provide a brief description of how the documentary heritage may be accessed. All access procedures and restrictions
should be clearly stated.

There are three levels of access:

- access to verify the significance, integrity and security of the material. This is the minimum condition for inscription
- access for reproduction, which is strongly encouraged

- public access in physical, digital, or other form

HNZPT Majority of the collection is digitised. 15% photographs online, with plans to make more
available overtime. Access to researchers on request.

Kauri Museum Items are gradually being added to the Museum’s public access website with
images, and files of relevant information if available. Items are added to Digital NZ every 3 months.
Access to searchers in the Museum on request

(see Section 2.3 for links)

4.5 Copyright Status

For documentary heritage items that are subject to copyright, details should be provided on the relevant copyright
legislation and copyright owner(s). Any other factors affecting the legal status of the documentary heritage should be
noted. For example, is any institution required by law to preserve the documentary heritage in this nomination?

The majority of the collection is in the public domain. For a small selection of material published
after 1945 copyright is unknown, or it remains with the creator. In those cases, the researcher will
be referred to the Collections Department, Kauri Museum or the Collections Adviser, HNZPT.

Section 5 ' Stakeholders

The nominating institution is accountable for consultation with all relevant stakeholders before
submitting the nomination.

5.1 Owner The owner(s) of the documentary
heritage has been consulted:

Yes — HNZPT, KM

5.2 Custodian The custodian(s) of the documentary
heritage has been consulted:

Yes — HNZPT, KM

5.3 Significant Stakeholders Stakeholders with a significant interest in the content
of the documentary heritage e.g. iwi, family members, have been
consulted, if relevant:

Yes — HNZPT, KM
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Section 6 \ Care and Preservation and Risk Assessment

Identify any risks to the survival of the nominated documentary heritage. We understand if you
have not done a formal risk assessment.
Note: a successful inscription may assist you to obtain funds to preserve and care for the nominated documentary

heritage. If your nomination is successful, we may request additional information on the care and preservation of the
inscribed documentary heritage.

HNZPT Ruatuna archives are stored in a designated storage space, in archival materials. They are
protected by a monitored security system, smoke detectors and a sprinkler system. Direct access
is restricted. The majority of the collection has been fully digitised. Minimal handling occurs and
only by staff trained in appropriate handling and care. A pest management programme is in place.
There is limited ability to control the environment.

Kauri Museum Adequate controls for archived documents, photographs, objects, and taonga.
Stored on site in secure archive rooms in archival storage boxes. Storage spaces protected with
smoke alarm and sprinkler systems. Monitored security system throughout the Museum. Basic
climate controls with air conditioning units and dehumidifiers. Dataloggers used to record stats.
Industry standard care and handling procedures in use. Public/research visits are by appointment
and supervised by Collections staff in our designated research room. Handling risk is minimised
through appropriate staff training and basic care and handling information provided to researchers.
Integrated pest management system in place and preventative conservation employed. Adequate
controls for all objects on display within secure display cabinets and including all the above
mentioned. Limited digital copies of archival materials. Limited digital copies of photographs and
associated catalogue records. This is active work in progress. See our policies here:
https://www.kaurimuseum.com/policy and our terms here: https://www.kaurimuseum.com/terms

Section 7 ' Summary

Provide a brief summary describing the documentary heritage and how it meets the criteria for
inscription on the Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the World Register.
Keep your summary to no more than 300 words as, if successful, it will be used on the website unescomow.org.nz to

describe why the documentary heritage has been inscribed on the New Zealand Register and given UNESCO
recognition.

The collections of the Coates family of Ruatuna are a unique documentation of family, farming,
economic, cultural and social life in the northern Kaipara over 120 years.

Involvement in the community and the mantle of community service was an integral part of the
Coates family life. The most visible and nationally significant member of the family in this regard
was Gordon Coates, M.P. for Kaipara from 1911 to 1943, holder of numerous ministerial portfolios
and Prime Minister from 1925-1928.

Women played major roles in the family, running the farm for 95 years.

Gordon’s sister Ada, the final owner of the house, recognised the heritage value of Ruatuna and
gave it and its contents to the New Zealand Historic Places Trust. This was a major contribution to
the increased awareness the local community had of the area’s history. This had been marked in
1962 with centennial celebrations and the building in Matakohe of the Museum now known as
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Kauri Museum.

Throughout 120 years interactions with tangata whenua had been warm and reciprocal. Evidence
of this is seen in the three korowai which the family of Gordon Coates presented to the Kauri
Museum.

The collections of the Coates family of Ruatuna consist of letters and personal papers, farm
accounts and ledgers, photographs (including glass plate negatives), photograph albums, sketch
and autograph books, paintings, inscribed books, inscribed objects (e.g. trophies, watches, bullet,
caskets, Masonic regalia, show ribbons), presentation certificates, korowai.

Section 8 \ Promotion of documentary heritage

Inscription to a UNESCO Memory of the World register provides an opportunity to promote the
importance of documentary heritage. We shall provide you with a branded ‘tile’ to use on websites
/ social media and in catalogues.

Give a brief overview of how your institution will use the opportunity of a successful nomination to promote the Memory
of the World programme and the importance of documentary heritage. You may wish to consult with communications
staff in your organisation to provide an answer to this question.

HNZPT and Kauri Museum have a strong commitment to work together to tell the heritage stories
associated with the collections.

HNZPT The inscription will be promoted widely through:
¢ Mainstream media including television, radio and newspapers
e Social media platforms-Facebook, Instagram
e Wider promotion through associates eg Ministry for Culture and Heritage,
e Coverage in HNZPT’s print material such as Heritage magazine, members information
e Public tours and Open Days at Ruatuna where some of the material is on display
¢ HNZPT’s Ruatuna website page and collections page.

A booklet “The Coates Family of Ruatuna” was published in June 2025 for the Gordon Coates Centenary as
Prime Minister and is available from Ruatuna. (See Section 2.5 Bibliography)

A range of media articles about Ruatuna have been published by HNZPT in the last year (Appendix 2)
- Gordon Coates PM celebrated. Celebration event at Ruatuna May 2025
- Centennial open day November 2026
- Anzac Day mini exhibition April 2026

Kauri Museum
o Dedicated UNESCO Memory of the World page and links on KM website
« Information sharing on all social media platforms
e Local and national print/digital advertising
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e Special events/tours of the Coates collection at KM

o Series of special events with invited guest speakers on the preservation of documentary

heritage.

o Engaging all relevant stakeholders to expand awareness

o Engagement and relationship building with relevant academic institutions

"The Man from Matakohe" exhibition - celebrating the life of JG Coates, opened at the Kauri
Museum (KM) in October 2014. The exhibition, in full, ran for two years. A condensed
version of this exhibition remains on permanent display at KM. A booklet accompanied the
exhibition. (See Section 2.5 Bibliography)

o Exhibition review by Stuart Park 2016 (Appendix 3)

Section 9

\ Permission to use visual documentation

The Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of
the World Committee will also work with
you and your communications staff to
obtain publicity for the

programme and for the successful
inscriptions.

Section 10

Do you give permission for the Committee to use the visual documentation
you have provided for Aotearoa/

New Zealand Memory of the World publicity purposes (e.g. for
brochures/website)?

1 Yes HNZPT
] KM | would like to be consulted first

| am authorised to nominate the above
documentary heritage to the
Aotearoa/New Zealand Memory of the
World Register.

' Declaration of Authority

Name: Dean Whiting
CE Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga
Date: 29 May 2026

Name: Amanda Bennett
General Manager, Kauri Museum
Date: 29 May 2026
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Appendix 1
Letters of support

Gordon Pryde, descendent of Gordon and Marjorie Coates

31 May 2026

| write in support of the application from Heritage New Zealand to include the documentary heritage
at the Coates family home, Ruatuna, and the Kauri Museum, in the New Zealand Memory of the
World Register.

As the eldest grandson of Gordon Coates | have many happy memories of my time spent at
Ruatuna as a young boy working on the farm, and listening to the stories told by my great Aunt
Ada, and her niece Joy Aickin.

The Coates family is well documented in the history of New Zealand, being one of the first settler
families in Northland.

The early family association with the Maori people was very harmonious with invitations to events
at the local Marae and many helped out on the farm; it was a collective effort to develop Ruatuna.
Gordon was a dedicated supporter to improve the Maori peoples’ living standards. He spoke fluent
Te Reo.

After Gordon’s death, Ruatuna and the farming carried on by Gordon’s younger sister, Ada, and
her niece Joy, both very active in the local community showing rams at local shows and competing
in horse events. The family were the first to import Hereford cattle to the North, and the full
collection of Hereford stud books are still held at Ruatuna.

The inclusion of the Ruatuna and Coates’ family documentary heritage in the New Zealand
Memory of the World Register would be a great honour for generations to come, to learn of our
almost founding fathers of our young and developing country.

Gordon Pryde
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Kauri

22nd May 2026 Museum

To Whom It May Concern,

RE: Support for the UNESCO Memory of the World Nomination — Coates Family Papers
and Associated Collections Held at Ruatuna and the Kauri Museum

| am pleased to provide this letter in support of the nomination of the Coates family papers
and associated documentary collections held at Ruatuna and the Otamatea Pioneer & Kauri
Museum (known as the Kauri Museum) for inscription on the New Zealand UNESCO Memory
of the World Register.

In my view, these collections represent a significant body of documentary heritage that
contributes meaningfully to the understanding of New Zealand’s social, political, agricultural, and
regional development history. The collections provide an important lens into the evolution of
Northland, rural settlement patterns, farming life, public service, and political leadership across
generations.

The relationship between Ruatuna and the Kauri Museum is particularly important. Together,
they provide both context and continuity, connecting the lived environment of the Coates family
with the preservation of documentary records, photographs, correspondence, objects, and
interpretive material that help tell a broader national story. The collections are not only locally
significant, but also contribute to the wider historical narrative of Aotearoa New Zealand.

Of particular importance is the ability of these collections to demonstrate the interconnected
nature of family, land, governance, and community during a formative period in New Zealand’s
development. They also provide valuable insight into the role of Northland farming families and
their contribution to civic and political life.

The Kauri Museum has played an important custodial role in preserving and interpreting these
materials for current and future generations. lts commitment to heritage preservation, regional
storytelling, and public education strengthens the case for national recognition through the
UNESCO Memory of the World programme.

| believe this nomination is both appropriate and deserved, and | strongly support the inclusion
of the Coates family documentary heritage on the New Zealand Memory of the World Register.

Naku noa, na

Hinurewa te Hau (Chair)
Kauri Museum
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National

20 May 2026

To Whom It May Concern at UNESCO,

Re: Support Letter for UNESCO Memory of the World (MOW) Inscription Nomination

As Member of Parliament for Northland and former Chair of The Kauri Museum, | am writing
to offer my strong support for the joint application by Heritage New Zealand and The Kauri
Museum for the inscription of the Coates papers and related items onto the UNESCO
Memory of the World Register.

The documentary collections held at Ruatuna and The Kauri Museum relating to Joseph
Gordon Coates, the Coates family, and their historical homestead are of exceptional national
significance. These archives not only illuminate the remarkable legacy of Prime Minister
Joseph Gordon Coates but also provide rich insights into New Zealand's political,
agricultural, and social history. Their preservation and international recognition would greatly
benefit scholarship and public understanding in our country and beyond.

I respectfully urge UNESCO to acknowledge the outstanding value of these collections to the
Coates family, to Northland and the Kaipara District, and to the wider New Zealand
community.

Thank you for your consideration of this important application.

Yours sincerely

Grant McCallum
Member of Parliament for Northland

Wellington Office
Parliament Buildings, Wellington 6160
grant.mccallum@parliament.govt.nz

GRANT MCCALLUM

MP FOR NORTHLAND

Funded by the Parliamentary Service. Authorised by Grant McCallum, Parliament Buildings, Wellington.
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Gordon Coates PM centenary celebrated &

bout 70 people from the Kaipara community and further afield gathered recently
to celebrate the centenary of Gordon Coates becoming Prime Minister of New @9

HERITAGE NEW ZEALAND
POUHERE TAONGA

Zealand.

Coates, who was born at the
Ruatuna homestead near
Matakohe in 1878, became
Prime Minister on May 30
1925 after winning a caucus
vote following the death
of Prime Minister William
Massey earlier that month.
He later won a landslide
victory in an election held
on November 4 1925 making
him the first popularly elected
New Zealand-born Prime
Minister. Just over 10 years
later he would become one
of the foundation members
of the New Zealand National
Party.

Coates and his six siblings
grew up at Ruatuna, a
Category 1 historic place
today cared for by Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere
Taonga. The historic Coates
homestead also served as
the venue for the centenary
celebrations.

Speakers at the celebration
included Northland MP

Presents

Grant McCallum, the

Chair of the Heritage § s

New Zealand Pouhere
Taonga Board Dame
Jo Brosnahan, Coates
descendant Gordon
Pryde and Heritage
New Zealand Pouhere
Taonga Chief Executive
Andrew Coleman. A
tribute from Rt Hon
Sir Lockwood Smith,
former MP for the
Rodney and Kaipara
electorates and a local

The celebration of the hundredth anniversary of Gordon Cogles becorning

resident, was also read Prime Minister which was held ot Ruotuno near Matokohe, the Cootes
out by Dr Jason Smith. | familyhomesteod todoy cared for by Heritoge New Zealand Pouhere Taongo.

The official party
then proceeded to the
Coates Memorial Church
at Matakohe, a National
Memorial cared for by
Manata Taonga Ministry for
Culture and Heritage, and laid
a wreath on Coates’ grave.

“Gordon Coates was known
for his appetite for hard work
and for getting things done,”
says Ruatuna Property Lead

Otamatea Repertory Theatre

Dates: 4 - 13 July, 2025

Tiekate nen swla mru - e et nees ne

Mary Stevens.

“"Among other things n
the course of his career
he completed the three
main trunk railway lines; he
centralised the construction
of hydroelectric dams
and progressed plans for
projects on the Waikato and
Waitaki rivers which are still
generating power today.”
Coates was also the first to
acknowledge and understand
the growing impact of the
motor car, and funded
roading networks from taxes
on tyres, motor vehicle
registration and fuel. He was
also instrumental in passing
the Reserve Bank of New
Zealand Bill establishing a
central bank.

Coates also earned a Military
Cross for his acton at La
Basseville during World War
|, and later served in Prime

Minister Peter Fraser’s war
cabinet during the Second
World War.
The anniversary kicks off
a year of celebration, and
people should keep an eye
out for upcoming tours, talks
and opportunities to wvisit
Ruatuna.
John O'Hare
Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga

Char of he Now Zoalans Pounere
Tacrga Board Jo Bresnahan

Paparoa Community Gym

e gym has more than 50 paid up members and
they are enjoying having the facility available in our
local community. We did a recent survey of members
and have made some improvements, adding more free
weights, putting up mirrors on the wall and the gym now
has its own separate toilet. We are looking at replacing
the cardio equipment for new as and when we can. We
love getting feedback so keep it coming. The gym is open
24 hours a day, is reasonably priced and we can put you
in touch with a personal trainer, for extra, if needed.
If you are interested in finding out mare or joining, send
me an email and | can send you info and the registration

form.

Libby at hames.jones@xtra.co.nz
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scaffolding service for
& management. any renovation, painting, new
smo-sitedesign.co.nz build, roofing & access
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WE GUARANTEE THE HIGHEST QUALITY FINISH

'W

35 Years experience in...
* GIB Stopping
* Fibrous Plastering

support

* Antivirus/firewall TDR EDR

Kaipara IT - Making it Easy

email support@Kaiparait.co.nz

for FREE quote, call us now!
. Trevor 021 0300 073
(3 i b A N
r ¢’ . Business and Home
Kalpara|T COmMputer Support

Business Support including: | Home Support including:
* Proactive maintenance and

* Computer upgrades and repair
* New computer supply and data

* Hardware supply & maintenance migration

* WYl design, setup and fine tuning | « Setup cloud and local backup
* Printer supply. setup and support | « Smart TV setup

* Backup and Disaster Recovery

* WIF] design and configuration

planning * Printer Supply and setup
* Web Hosting * Antivirus and security advice
* Office 365 / Azure setup and * Friendly, straight forward
migration approach.

Contact Wayne

Paparoa Press

Ruatuna Open Day
to celebrate centennial

The centennial celebration of a seismic event in New
Zealand politics will take place with a community-friendly
shindig at one of the Kaipara's foremost heritage gems.

Ruatuna, the boyhood
home of Gordon Coates
- our first elected New
Zealand-born Prime
Minister who won
the general elecbon a
hundred years ago this
November - will open its
gate to people looking
for a fun day out on
November 22 (from
10.30am).

Ruatuna is one of the
oldest buildings in the
Kaipara and is cared for
by Heritage New Zealand
Pouhere Taonga.

“We're very excited about
opening Ruatuna on this
day to celebrate Gordon
Coates” election as Prime
Minister,” says Ruatuna
Property Host Mary Stevens.
“It's an important moment in
the history of New Zealand,
Northland and the Kaipara
in particular, and we plan to
celebrate it in style”

Bands including The North
and Nga Manu will provide
live music featuring a blend
of English and Maori folk
song, while guided tours of
the homestead, garden and
farm bamns - culminating in
a guided walk across the
farm to the boatshed - will
provide visitors with a rare
opportunity to explore the
wider Ruatuna grounds.

A local artists” collective will
also be at Ruatuna running
a fun group activity - a nod
to Eva and Mary Coates,
both artists whose oil and
watercolour paintings are
hanging in the house.

“We're also looking forward
to hosting a number of
speakers who will be talking
about their own personal
connections to Ruatuna over
the years,” says Mary.
“We're encouraging people
to bring some lunch and
enjoy a picnic on the lawn.
It’s going to be a great day of
fun and entertainment.”
Event: Ruatuna Open Day
to celebrate 100 years since
Gordon Coates, 21st Prime
Minister of New Zealand
(born and raised at the
property), won the General
Election of 1925.

Where: Ruatuna, the Coates
Family homestead, 441
Tinopai Road, Matakohe
When: 22 November from
10.30am

Entry is free but a donation
would be appreciated.
Children welcome.

Heritage NZ
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Anzac Day Focus: WWII relic reminiscent of Coates family war service
March 30, 2026

Words: John O’Hare

Location: Ruatuna, Matakohe

Photo: William Coates in his Mounted Rifles uniform showing his newly earned Royal Flying
Corps ‘wings’ | Ruatuna Collection (HNZPT)

Ruatuna will commemorate Anzac Day this year with a mini exhibition featuring the
military service of the Coates family.

Cared for by our Auckland team, Ruatuna
near Matakohe was the childhood home of
our first New Zealand-born Prime Minister
Gordon Coates, and his younger brother
William, both of whom served during World
War I.

In later years, Gordon Coates was also part
of New Zealand’s World War Il War Cabinet,
managing the enormous logistical demands
of placing the country on a war footing -
including defence preparedness — as part of
his role as Minister of Armed Forces and
War Coodination prior to his death in May
1943.

One of the historic farmstead’s concrete
water tanks provides an unusual but direct
link to that uncertain time when Coates was
spearheading the country’s war effort.

“The trough has some unique wartime
graffiti,” says Ruatuna Visitor Services Coordinator Mary Stevens.

“Somebody has etched the words, ‘10-4-41 Hitler meets the Anzacs’ - a direct reference to
fighting that was taking place in Greece on that day. It’s still visible, and is a reminder of the
reality of the days they were living in.”

A quick check of the diary kept by Ada Coates — Gordon’s sister — hints at what was going on at
the time.

“Although there is no direct reference to the graffiti, it does record that on April 10, 1941 “the
men [were] at troughs” — a reference to trough-building that was occurring.”

“Itis likely that the men in question were Gordon’s brother Rodney and a labourer, Jim Burgess,
who appear to have been working on building a series of troughs in different paddocks. The
recent installation of electric power to the property is likely to have been the reason for the
troughs being built.”
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With an electric pump they could have water reticulated around the property instead of having
to rely on dams, which often dried up in summer, or stock getting into the creek.

Gordon Coates was no stranger to war, being promoted to Major during World War | and seeing
actionin Ypres, La Basseville, the Somme, Mailley-Maillet and Germany itself in 1918. Gordon
returned home, though his younger brother William wasn’t so lucky.

Bornin 1887, William enlisted as a Trooper in A Squadron, Auckland Mounted Rifles, becoming
Sergeant Major one month later. William left New Zealand on the Tahiti in June, with the 5%
Reinforcements, arriving in Egypt in early August and later that month saw action at Gallipoli.

“Eventually William was able to transfer to the Royal Flying Corps where he thought he would be
able to better use his engineering skills, and perhaps develop a flying career after the war,” says
Mary.

“After earning his wings in 1917, William was posted to the Front. He and Gordon managed to
meet up in early July and spend a day together, but after three weeks on active flying duties
William was shot down after turning back to help a fellow pilot who was under attack.”

William was initially listed as missing though a Court of Enquiry confirmed his death a few
months later. War memorabilia relating to both William and Gordon will be on display as part of
the exhibition, including such items as William’s groundsheet and stretcher from his time in
Egypt, his RFC cap badge and wings.

“Both the Coates brothers served with distinction during World War | - as did hundreds of other
men and women from the Kaipara,” says Mary.

“Our exhibition is a way to honour and remember the sacrifice of these men and women.”
Ruatuna will be open from 10am until 2.30pm on Anzac Day, Saturday 25 April.

This historic place is one of many destinations around the country in the care of Pouhere
Taonga. Before you hit the road, you can support our work by joining us as a member. Qur

members enjoy complimentary entry to Ruatuna and 25 other destinations around New
Zealand.
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Appendix 3
Exhibition review
The Man From Matakohe

Local museums in New Zealand usually reflect the community in which they exist, telling the local
stories and explaining local history. The Kauri Museum is no exception with a strong sense of
community pride and identity contained within the walls. Matakohe was a typical small country
settlement, but the success of the museum has more or less taken over the village, with most of
the residents having a connection with the museum, one way or another. The Kauri Museum now
includes the former Matakohe school, post office and church, as well as all the village’s history, and
much more besides. The museum is one of Northland and New Zealand’s ‘must see’ visitor
attractions, a firm favourite with young and old, as all the Five Star Reviews on TripAdvisor show.

So there’s a real interest in the special exhibition that The Kauri Museum is currently featuring. ‘The
Man From Matakohe’ looks at the life of a man who in many ways put Matakohe on the map, and
played a significant part in the history of Northland and the whole of New Zealand for many years.

Born in Matakohe in February 1878, Gordon Coates was nearly the first New Zealand-born Prime
Minister — he missed out by just 20 days, to become the second in May 1925. Many modern New
Zealanders may not have heard of Coates, but he was a significant leader in war and peace, and
left a lasting legacy that underpins many things we take for granted — the Reserve Bank, the
national electricity grid and the hydro-electricity system, and elements of the social welfare system.
He also showed great ability in the politics of the possible, as ‘the man who gets things done’,
ignoring party lines and taking up good ideas no matter which side of the political fence they came
from.

Coates was the oldest of seven children of a pioneering farming family, which developed at nearby
Ruatuna (where his birthplace is in the care of Heritage New Zealand), major sheep and cattle
farms out of the scrubland they first settled on. Teenage Gordon’s ability in ploughing with a team
of bullocks might be seen a forerunner of his ability to lead his men in

war (he won the Military Cross twice in World War One ‘for conspicuous gallantry’), lead his
community in local and national politics, and eventually lead the whole country, as Prime Minister,
Minister of Finance and many other portfolios, and, although in the political ‘Opposition’, a
significant member of the War Cabinet in World War Two. He was the first (and to date only) Prime
Minister to be fluent in Te Reo Maori.

‘The Man from Matakohe’ exhibition skilfully brings together a wonderful range of photos, including
early movie newsreels, with family and personal objects from the collection of both The Kauri
Museum and Heritage New Zealand. These are used to illustrate and explain the complexities of
family, military and political life, weaving a fascinating narrative from the complexity of a life lived to
the full. Maps, diagrams and family trees are inserted where they can help the visitor understand
something better.

Whilst the exhibition is complete in itself, there is more that can be explored after a visit. The
significant Coates Memorial Church, opened in 1950, stands across the road from The Kauri
Museum. A monument to Gordon Coates stands at the intersection of State Highways 1 and 12,
just south of Brynderwyn Hill. Ruatuna homestead is available to visit only by appointment, but the
rich farmland it stands in is readily apparent.

But a real treasure is the exhibition website http://www.kaurimuseum.co.nz/the-man-from-
matakohe ), which makes the exhibition experience available to a wider audience, with summaries
of the exhibition contents, selected images and objects, details of principal family members, and
more besides. | greatly enjoyed both my visits to the exhibition, but if you are unable to see it in
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person, then the website at least provides a wonderful introduction to this fascinating man. | heartily
recommend it.

Stuart Park
January 2016

Stuart Park, now retired and living in Northland, is a former Northland Manager for Heritage New
Zealand, and a former Director of Auckland War Memorial Museum.
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